25/8/2020

Exempt building work guidance

Exempt building work guidance

This is a guide to building work which does not require a building
consent under the Building Act 2004. It concentrates on the list of
exemptions contained in Schedule 1 of the Act.
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(https://www.building.gov
t.nz/assets/Uploads/proje
cts-andconsents/building-workconsent-not-requiredguidance.pdf)

professionals who are carrying out or providing advice on building work. Councils, building consent authorities and regional or territorial
authorities, also use it to provide advice about what does or does not need a building consent.
The sections have been categorised according to the type of building project that is to be carried out. Each building consent exemption
describes the building work, along with examples of what is exempt and what needs a building consent and also suggests which professionals
should be engaged to do the work. Not all work needs a professional, but many require a professional by law.

All building work that doesn't need a building consent
1. General alterations, maintenance and removal (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-ifyou-need-consents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/1-general-alterations-maintenanceand-removal/)
2. Detached, standalone buildings (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/2-detached-standalone-buildings/)
3. Windows, doors and walls (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/3-windows-doors-and-walls/)
4. Plumbing and drainage (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/4-plumbing-and-drainage/)
5. Insulation and moisture barriers (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/5-insulation-and-moisture-barriers/)
6. Porches, verandas and pergolas (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/6-porches-verandas-and-pergolas/)
7. Platforms, decks and bridges (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/7-platforms-decks-and-bridges/)
8. Shelters, shades and carports (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/8-shelters-shades-and-carports/)
http://mbie5.cwp.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-abuilding-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/
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9. Fencing and restrictions (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/9-fencing-and-restrictions/)
10. Playground equipment (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/10-playground-equipment/)
11. Pools, tanks and dams (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/11-pools-tanks-and-dams/)
12. Signage (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/building-workthat-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/12-signage/)
13. Support structures (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-work-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/13-support-structures/)
14. Other structure (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/buildingwork-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/14-other-structures/)
15. Network utilities (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/buildingwork-that-doesnt-need-a-building-consent/technical-requirements-for-exempt-building-work/15-network-utilities/)

This information is published by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment’s Chief Executive. It is a general guide only and, if used, does not relieve any person of the obligation to consider
any matter to which the information relates according to the circumstances of the particular case. Expert advice may be required in specific circumstances. Where this information relates to assisting
people:
with compliance with the Building Act, it is published under section 175 of the Building Act
with a Weathertight Services claim, it is published under section 12 of the Weathertight Homes Resolution Services Act 2006.
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